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PREVENTION STARTS HERE.

Mike Gallagher

Ecology PBT Coordinator
Department of Ecology
PO BOX 47600

Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Dear Mr. Gallagher:

We are writing to you collectively from our temporary home in Ashford, Washington. We are
here as participants in this year’s “Climb Against the Odds,” an annual mountain climb
organized by the Breast Cancer Fund. We are celebrating the opening of our Washington office
and are striving to bring attention to the worsening condition of our environment and its links to
the epidemic of breast cancer.

To make our statement, this week we will attempt to summit Mt. Rainier. We don't take our task
lightly because, for us, breast cancer is personal. We are extremely committed to increasing
the public’s awareness about health and environmental concerns, and the connection between
the two.

We understand you are receiving comments about the PBT Program Rule, and we have a few
thoughts to provide.

We are extremely alarmed by the rising rates of breast cancer. It is the most common cancer
among women worldwide. During the past 60 years, the lifetime risk of breast cancer in the
United States has more than tripled. In the 1940s, a woman’s lifetime risk of breast cancer was
one in 22. In 2005, it is one in seven and rising. Breast cancer is the leading cause of death in
women ages 34 to 44.

Nationally this year, an estimated 211,000 women will be diagnosed with invasive breast cancer
and another 58,000 will be diagnosed with in situ breast cancer. More than 40,000 women will
die of breast cancer.

Washington State has the highest rate of breast cancer in the United States and no one knows
why. This year, nearly 4,000 women in Washington state will be diagnosed with breast cancer
and close to 800 women will die of the disease. Each one is one too many.

When all known risk factors and characteristics are added together, including family history,
genetics, smoking and obesity, more than 50 percent of breast cancer cases remain
unexplained. At the same time that breast cancer rates have tripled, an estimated 100,000
synthetic chemicals have been registered for use in the United States. Less than 10 percent of
these chemicals have been fully tested for their effects on human health. Because many of
these chemicals accumulate in body fat and remain in breast tissue for decades, every woman,
man and child now carries synthetic chemicals—including some that have been found to induce
mammary tumors in laboratory research—in their breasts and bodies.
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The PBT Program Rule has great potential to begin to reverse the rates of breast cancer.
Therefore, we ask you to consider making the following adjustments to the pending rule:

1) The PBT list must be as expansive as possible. The criteria for listing a chemical needs
to be “persistence,” “bioaccumulation” OR “toxicity.” If these equally important criteria
were combined, it is likely that some of the most dangerous chemicals will be overlooked
and allowed to continue their pollution and devastation of our ecosystem.

2) The list must include phthalates. Many phthalates are known to disrupt hormonal
processes, raising concern about their implications for increasing breast cancer risk.

3) Since we rely on our state agencies to protect human life, we believe this rule should
take a precautionary approach. Research continues to show that PBTs are linked to
harm of human health. Research also indicates that delay of action may cause
irreparable damage to our children and developing adults. Therefore, it is imperative
that this rule incorporate the precautionary principle to prevent harm before it happens.

4) The goal of a chemical action plan must be to eliminate the chemical. Each phase-out
plan must study and recommend safer substitutes to using the chemical and also include
clear timelines for completion.

5) The Legislature needs to remove the current exemption of pesticides and fertilizers from
the rule, so that these harmful chemical ingredients can be addressed as part of the
comprehensive PBT Program.

6) The Washington state departments of Ecology and Health need to work in close
partnership when implementing the rule.

We have enclosed a copy of State of the Evidence, a synopsis of current research on the
environmental links to breast cancer. We have also enclosed a white paper on the
precautionary principle to help guide your revisions of the PBT Program Rule.

The state of Washington has tremendous potential to influence the direction that other states
take with chemical reform. We encourage the Department of Ecology to proceed with
leadership and commitment in setting a precedent for a healthy environment, reversing the
incidence trends of devastating illnesses such as breast cancer.

In closing, we remind you that we are visiting Washington to climb Mt. Rainier. We climb to
demonstrate to ourselves and to others our commitment to stand for a world in which cancer is
a thing of the past. We stand for the health of our bodies and the health of our planet.

Thank you for considering our views when completing the important PBT Program Rule.

[ J %
WNash gfon. Coodinator

Breast Cancer Fing

Sincerely,




W f?/\“ﬁ SW{S&&»‘?‘L (ﬁ

u&x [pe c%uf;wj e

N i’mﬁ

) L&w@ Jjﬂé &WJ
ﬁ;‘{z th% fl(ﬁ’f\fi%k TN (ﬁﬂﬁ«% T \JJ gl o [t }

(\J\f}b\‘\/ﬁg éé; L Q;%Ckgkb) L}%“ﬁ(«iﬂ (\@\g\’{ o

Fop b

f’ﬁ\ 210

™ s -
o N ITAD D AT
L il‘j Nal o of T
Al TS

zﬁ

7
£

&
Vi

s

M

J / ¢ M; oA 6'%»»
%fw ¢l f‘? ¥y
i’%{f,{}{}j Joo k2

\’}}"7&/@/ M,{; 4

g

HLEASE

/\Z/a%/{ ////

A7 ,é%%%%” /éf st g

i /f/ //W{%/’w :

>/( 70 /%fi/sm@/c 7o

e /.J/ {
/{/‘%/ff’uw%

STImal e AJA LT JT

CA~LE

“ -7 ! T Y S
7 %‘V”"‘(”?/V& by ok PRl o k\;\ LA p-»h} Live

M R S O

— . _—— P
B (eves e i

od

Ty . ’ o
/%/;w %TJ%W ///é

éf/ g é‘f";:f/}

/ ////f/”%/ 70077

L7 & AT

<, “
7
&%ﬁ ~ J% (;(%/A,M

§5

f}! o A Loaylé .

Wf// /f*‘f:///

N W /Z@ Yl /MM’:—/H

/&/ﬁ}[?&z/{//zf’“é”éég ,A/C/}/Jgiz"/é = o

/‘/_‘_/

15
o4 T /ié(f/m e

?17};\5/{,} A S e S

w#ﬁ I
L 1% ww*’id

/vﬁ‘;j*’ AN
45/4: e d (vt O w//«,m

/ 4t ol i )

rE o F7 U & 2 # Lw&j’”

#
17
Fl’(’; &

s ZL w{;,«/z,{i@ At SE
st i
(L tedtce et 5TT 2

J




Qﬁﬂﬁ }{@7 O&}u JJZ,;J/ {ahoc A
mkmff + g /n,}:)

U?iH\ L % e d"fzsr gur gjw
%}@l’ w Gorden Keno N V/

i{ﬂ s S ?3/)[/ 7’7}’”}( f?‘i}/ /Um & fﬁ} e a gﬁ
22‘ \/%’ﬁi’ 5 [ /% Neas ba /7”?{*{
bivast Cancer Fhree fimes s Ince )79¢.
g P ”’*’““7} . /’/;‘ l}f{ E;!\/

N.:) /’«;fé:;fgw;gwk?/ /ig;{;é&g?d_ /f‘é & //%(v,f ‘,{g

/ P /, o] (AT 3
/091 o Shree A e, EHEE o1

g/\{@\(\; ngw D%
T
Cllly " /gﬁv;}% pest \@\?um ke

DLMM Wit camy CON Ny W\%“
oty T




BREAST

CANCER
FUND

PREVENTION STARTS HERE.

e L / o
e %‘&?&Ké AR Y

)”
‘i;i,i,;vﬂh,,%\u%‘w S o RALGS = % Y
i )
el o Lancaie o B e

VRO R (e e

Cow o prusar e vndua s s d devesta Ton 0
| {

(oS Gud D o pte oA Gum e vl iy v g0 ﬁ‘&p’& “““““

Sy P P P O
Covine Clua Lot o A (g,q oo R V- SN NN | Loe

y Lomgs - N R A “t’ oo B d ' N e
’ '{‘z} b o (AL %,w’{féi‘u i /]{/ ALE @\Mg AL £ o RARATY DN E Vg

él{%&ﬁ@wf M,@% é@% %ﬁf g0 {“‘75%

Wo @il ueed 4o gRnd iu uty w&&m +o

bw%%ﬁ%ﬁ%ggm@ﬁf@&%}awﬁK# v
é’U{? (Ll Hu f% Znw Vsnment

PO Box 1514
phone 206 52+

>, WA 9B

ecastcancerfund org




BREAST

.\ cANCER

PREVENTION STARTS HERE.

(ancevs ﬂw& ] %«e%ww

f’%/ o
A/f/éff/’ L}é/‘:’ ’;E’Z} V?:/%;F@ﬁj/

= THE

7 dk'; /
T cumt / W SUpP e

OREAs! T panillE gome [
%f%ffwﬁwaﬂifmw

PO Box 15145, Seattle, ¥WA 98115
phone 206.524.4405  wwwvebreastcancerfund }

g s VAT

e QM&A( wiy hade q,@
b&ef\, (.\,\f e Ay X L:> W-&—SQL Contar,



j;m'@ ?&.S@A S&*z *cézz/@/ Wﬁ

T have bst .//‘(j fmmjme%e» M%%MS Yo AVM%W, Tam arn
avid Saﬁfﬂv‘{?{“(
CMO(LM QL‘M% MFW{ N

T o w breast Cancn uin “(j”/“b s s Oé: iﬁ%"”

1

me/ﬂw /?)7 o ﬁwdwijwwj asd

fg’adfﬁf //l‘/z:wfﬂ/ﬂﬁ7

v 2
Z/l}/v & S UV e L CeAris ng,e;é“ ZWW . J1

T wERTT [EREUH FEPN

j(/&\/\ﬂ/ FW/\ ) L@JK,SP T CA

; L éj@] :e_v'ﬁ
- | ~prec envuonmendt
o heae 40 o~ CorpCer frec g ‘

T Sop P Concer 6)4/@ vertran mb}{é}@ - o h i

wWe Ccan A0 thds W“t‘j{’“ W%% {ipeotod D

T as Lo cA f)”l‘éﬁf CW%/QH( M
T come 4o Clew o M#@wm do ke
Ot S Hie (o Connede cihzens cole coemt

Pt eMUL Ry et Foce of hoaw L (J}@/ch/) . T
L5 AM@M £ Concon WMM

CLNNIE (7 0l )= | S AN 1SCD ) CA

T AMBERE RS THE Ciom CORDINATIR.
OE THE LLINE fetints] THE aplsMT AN IEL
2005 EXFEO 77000 TEAm | ) SHL FURALE 2§
Vo SUPPORT 7 I IN/ERETIELY BRI, T 7D
CLiMmBERS. Jl Sftoud £ po /o7 #aa's LESS.

7.8
Hos e e,



BREAST

|\ CANCER
) FUND

PREVENTION STARTS HERE.

M&mg?z N, Dviscoll | Wbk 59

~atkn, CA
o

e e\ W\Qiﬁ S o M?‘ WO o~ Avede W\’%‘-W
T wos \b Ron~ Bveosr cammanr cmd T woast oo
Lot empd (ov 00N S D WO owe.  MWORS T e

Toraa— Melen | (Thaca Y.

Pre 25 md o b cqeor concn sorvivor. - Sl
leliese  Thek peeple ghodd net™ (e b o ervlronmen

RN arc exposed fo thunals ¢
QW\J\QK_A.L u; Mofu,

)zf%m«/ (¢ %} &a&z{ \ Chheen L N
i o Do, 2 W%zz Y. AL 7%///6{4

4+ ‘ ' = Ledn
/ﬁﬁzﬁzhap&& d«”ébuwfa“/’&ﬁw%%f ‘%, 4%2
o . /4 . TS T — C /e y W 4
(i puadde, s it w1972 at e 79 fordowt
Cauith, el g ZM’" et g i @A S 0 dled 2o

Dl st AN, Ty prisprie S To St
| atminesd e frhtAe )] gy”%%/ Chue Z’W }%7,
all Ay vawﬁ@ 7 st QO e el Z@ ‘ // 4
sl 1o A 5%’} e cputid 7] Ay /g’
N ot St He P cntstions
Jucll il It pthes i A galetion e Alateszs

~ % 8
<§@Lé&ﬁixgé%ﬁfw¢"ﬂgkj?@g@ﬁgf@ﬁ&{w%%éﬁ '@%Mféﬁﬁ&hﬁ%gﬂé?

PO Box 15145, Seattle, “/\//‘\ 98115

v breastcangerfund. org
‘







v, HD

- W A/Q / %W M,,Aé»\

(]4/@6[; T

e . S
NKCoNe N cJeT7Ts e

ML 1/ Vdics = ¢4
/

. L / ]
( Leror //{’f A0S

7

A A -
Gﬁ@i{iﬁﬁw@\" CoVER Oagan , CA

?ﬁbﬂ&fﬁ[///// TR, /A/W?g 7/

GALEN NourT TAN

iy

il Va //57 CA T am

IRAaSALT )

T LosT
P PEAT

I G Freas/

é&(( CAY/ 3{’{ S z,/‘(,/ﬁ}x“” <"/i
»(Z {C PRt {‘_ %O K/W] /(__/7/-1,\

Al LfK gy b Cec

/%;)’H b P Vlﬁ
[or 17 135 7 moTle,
,!TU co S 1’

‘kg O

C/ crol  whe

f ;c; L8y
T C G T ‘“rié;,, ooz Hﬂlﬁi‘“

O D DRIy Ul S UF R
s %%Fjlwg TR — AR BN OT '}f’%{\
93 A Fger AT mATTRR — FRo|
\\‘”‘"342%/&_7 (2; AN IAKLS CMQQ&(
T Lot 7 Shpgens TG SIF 6,
INHagmy w1y WIE , A Sih o2
A PY /A /{;/é/ 10
LS Gnd IR 5 77 2N mare

DS i L s AP 17

S/ [V \V'C y” .

VIWT thegt LV < KB

FEFE7E N /%/;W P L2
z/iz’/ﬂ/?f’////?’/f/»@/ e i SFE

A Aok e SN Y A

COLORADE

Y WIOTH CaZ. TO
CANCE



I- Landa Dileilo Ylocven - Dun V’ékileﬁ. ldaio - Breast Gancer Fund Climber and!

4}4 "

B J St ){,W/‘iﬁé@.
o O /ﬁ/&} ol . - Peast do the v tzjm” ‘{hm? 7 Ff

g T y .‘ ' = N
& AHTT 7\0 S ATHET Dl FPARCSL O, RO — PO {QL{,){;)@K?? &2
''''' £
+ T\CWL QJ(«C&(\ oA Gl Ao ed Mgt ;f/f“i,/ti""/ / Dt a1
2

C‘*"Tk{ \’Q:s S sz ‘b o SVWJ%L‘BLQJ

YeeanT C\wu\(f’“fws(\'dﬁi‘% Cu\\m\wz*“

/é{/é - I i . o .
K, e p Moke o T Ues e T f)%_\\eg Q«_\; Ay

. ERW ADLER - URTLAND | (REGUN -

& @//f%@fgag p

SEENUIN

E*\;;\k» il’%‘mﬁé the {‘vﬂu minds¢d %’m’%‘a redckun b I .

2o F erres ~ LEM Fan /s co, {f}ﬁ T Brfast CanlE€rp Foeop &Ww&

- Prevendt 47 Covendr. e ottan %‘f’m@, Hes Aegast



